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No One Ever Asked Me: The World War II
Memoirs of an Omaha Indian Soldier. By Hollis
D. Stabler. Edited by Victoria Smith. Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 2005. xvii + 183
pp. Map, photographs, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95.
No One Ever Asked Me is the memoir of
a rather typical American Indian veteran of
World War II. Like most of the 25,000 Native
American servicemen, Hollis Stabler was not
a code talker. His reasons for enlistment mirrored the diverse motivations found among
Indians spread across the Great Plains and
Southwest, and the acceptance he received
from non-Indians and his record of service
were equally representative. Common to most
Native American servicemen, Stabler walked
in two worlds. His spirit was that of an Omaha
Indian, and he cherished his cultural values
and traditions; his daily existence, however,
was in the non-Indian world. The wartime
blending of these two worlds and Stabler's postwar choice between assimilation and retrenchment into his tribal community are the heart
of the book-themes common to most Indian
servicemen. Stabler's voice is the book's
strength, and his experiences and perspective
from prewar posting in San Francisco through
bloody combat operations in North Africa,
Sicily, and France make this a book to read.
Glaring mistakes in Victoria Smith's surrounding narrative are distracting, and Stabler
occasionally slips from focus. She notes that
Stabler was unemployed in 1939 at the same
time "America's Pacific Fleet still basked in
the sun of Hawaii's Pearl Harbor"; the Fleet
was not based at Pearl Harbor until May 1940.
Attached to the Army Rangers in Italy in
1944, Stabler briefly encountered Major Roy
Murray. Smith writes that Murray led his men
in their raid on Dieppe in northern France
"following the battles for Anzio and Cisterna."
Murray and fifty Americans were attached to
Canadian forces in the Dieppe Raid; however,
that debacle occurred in August 1942, two full
years before Anzio and Cisterna. Frequently
Smith shifts focus from Stabler to matters
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irrelevant to or, at best, tangentially connected
to the Omaha Indian. Her presentation of the
Presidio's history is but one example. In discussing Stabler's discharge from military service,
Smith mentions his medical exam for venereal
disease and then discusses wartime prostitution
along Hotel Street in Honolulu, Hawaii. Since
Hollis served in the European Theater, a survey
of prostitution in wartime London and postoccupation Paris would have been more relevant.
Smith writes affectionately of Hollis's mother's
effort to secure her son's release from military
service, winning her battle in February 1946.
Hollis was discharged in 1945. Moreover,
Smith excluded from reference several highly
respected secondary sources specifically related
to American Indians in World War II and
works that would have illuminated more fully
the campaigns in which Stabler fought. It is
Hollis Stabler who makes this book work.
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